Reinforced biographies among women living with hepatitis C.
In a growing body of social research it is suggested that hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection is a low priority for people who inject drugs. We expand on the evidence to explore the link between identity and health using biographical adaptation theories. We examined experiences of HCV infection and illness among women who inject drugs, women who are no longer injecting drugs, and women who have never injected drugs. We investigated the relationship between identity and illness experience and found that illness does not simply dislocate one's biographical trajectory. For women who used drugs the shared symbolism of HCV infection was understood and accepted via a self-identity linked to poverty and experience of injecting drugs. Rather than disrupting their expected life trajectory, the narratives of most women incorporated the disease experience within their life story, confirming their identity as a person who injected drugs and as someone with constant and serious life stressors.